
 

© Baker Stuart Limited 2014, all rights reserved. 
 www.bakerstuart.com 

Hotbox Review – Six 
mobile storage boxes for 
agile working 
By Colin Stuart  
 

Many organisations are embracing agile working; they’ve said goodbye to the 

traditional set up of one desk allocated to each employee and have made the 

transition to having shared workspaces and desk sharing. However, this is not without 

its challenges. The removal of traditional one-to-one desk allocations in the workspace 

means that many employers are having to provide their staff with alternative storage 

to pedestals. Over the years, different methods have been tried to allocate sufficient 

storage that does not cut against the ability to share desks. 

What is a Mobile Storage Box? 

Innovations such as mobile pedestals have pretty much been tried and discounted as 

not being space efficient or effective and most organisations, when adopting agile 

working, are providing staff with centralised lockers. Yet this has generated a further 

problem: how to effectively provide staff with a way to take belongings to the space 

where they are working each day and allow them to set up quickly and effectively. 

Failure to address this issue leads to clutter in the workspace and encourages 

employees to nest, which can easily derail agile working initiatives. The answer to this 

conundrum: mobile storage boxes, known in the industry as Hotboxes. 

The original concept was developed by Jamie Rothwell at Hotbox Storage Limited and 

the name has become synonymous with the solution, in the same way that a ‘Hoover’ 

has almost become the generic name for vacuum cleaners. Jamie came up with the 

HB-one over ten years ago, well ahead of its time, and employers are now waking up 

to the problem of storage and movement of employee belongings. Nowadays there 

are lots of products like the HB-one on the market, but what’s best for you and your 

organisation? Baker Stuart review some of the latest mobile storage boxes and 

compare them to the granddaddy of them all – the HB-one. 

1. Hotbox HB-one 

The HB-one  by HOTBOX® is where it all started. It is designed 
to be a flexible and secure, portable personal storage system 
that is durable and easy to use. Price*: £50-55 

 

Positives: 

 Includes a combination lock to facilitate data security 

http://bakerstuart.com/category/agile-working/
http://www.hotbox-storage.com/product/hb-one-portable-storage/#tab-description
http://www.hotbox-storage.com/
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 Showerproof 

 Plenty of storage with flexible interior dividers 

 Can accommodate a laptop 

 Comes with a bar to hang lateral files (A4) 

 Two ergonomic handles allow for easy transfer and lifting 

 Pen/consumables storage 

 Integrated clip for securing to tool rail/desk 

 HOTBOX® caddy for convenient movement over longer distances 

 Customised graphics and corporate branding options for personalisation 

 

Negatives: 

 Only available in white and grey 

 Hanging the HB-one on tool rail/desk is a little time 
consuming and fiddly 

 Heavy 

 Large 

 Looks dated 

 The caddy (trolley) is a bit fiddly to remove from the locker, setup and use as 
well as taking up locker space 

 

The Baker Stuart verdict: 

The HB-One was well ahead of its time and still has 

fantastic functionally, though it does look a little 

dated nowadays and may be a little too large for 

some applications. Despite this, it is still an excellent, 

robust and versatile solution. 

 

2. Hotbox HB-two 

The HB-two was designed to be bright, light and personal. It aims to 
allow the user to choose interior storage to suit and individualise 
their space. Price*: £61 

 

Positives: 

 Easy to open and set up on desk 

 Flexible interior to store tablets, laptops, phones, files and 
pens 

 Attractive 

 Easy to carry with a soft feel handle for comfort and optional shoulder strap 

 Comes in multitude of colours with interchangeable fabric or vinyl covers 

http://www.hotbox-storage.com/#products
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 Card holder and name tag 

 Side pull handle to allow for easy removal from shelf/locker 

 Removable utility pots 

 Option to add personalised logo/colours to the cover 

 Acts as on desk organiser allowing quick and easy setup to work 

 

Negatives: 

 Seems a little like they’re trying to reinvent the bag 

 The cover is a little flimsy 

 No lock, however a locked box can be used to 
beachtowel a desk 

 Central divider cannot be removed 

 Not as large capacity at HB-one 

 Less durable than HB-one 

 Not waterproof 

 
 

The Baker Stuart verdict: 

The HB-Two looks great and could be considered 

the iPhone of the storage box world. It is much 

lighter and more portable than its predecessor. 

However, it’s storage volume is not as large as the 

HB-One, nor is it as secure. Baker Stuart think this 

box will likely be a best seller. 

 

3. Helit Multibox 

The Helit Multibox Hanging File/Document Box is made up of a 
larger black compartment with 4 stackable inner compartments. 
Recycled materials are used in the production processes as far 
as is technically possible. Price*: £28 
 

Positives: 

 Adjustable document case 

 Five storage compartments 

 Can hold up to 15 hanging folders 

 Has extendable exterior tray 

 Expandable filing box 

 

Negatives: 

 Less compact 

http://www.amazon.de/Helit-Multibox-schwarz-blau-transluzent/dp/B00DKSFS2E
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 Storage compartments cannot be nested once full 

 No cardholder 

 No carry handle or strap – means it needs to be carried 
with two hands 

 No lock 

 Feels flimsy 

 No pen pot 
 

 

The Baker Stuart verdict: 

The Helit Multilbox is not 

practical or easy to use. It is essentially a basic filling 

system at a high-end price 

 

 

 

4. Helit Mobilbox 

The Helit Mobilbox is a transport box with a roll-over cover 

designed for use in mobile office, customer visits and on the go. 
Price*: £44-£55 

 

Positives: 

 Space for 25 suspension files, 2 folders or a combination of 
both 

 Rack for suspension files 

 Swiveling handle 

 Roll-over cover 

 Stackable 

 Labelling 

 Narrow, light, tall and simple 

 Big carry handle 

 Robust 

 Showerproof 

 Can take significant weight 

http://www.helit.de/en/products/office/h61101-mobilbox
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 Negatives: 

 Pen pot doesn’t hang on desk tool rail 

 No storage solution for use at desk 

 No dividers 

 Tambour lid – may have a tendency to stick 

 No lock 
 

The Baker Stuart verdict: 

The Helit Mobilbox is a worthy rival the HB-One. It 

has good functionality, looks attractive and easy to 

use. Whilst there are some concerns about the 

durability of the lid the product generally seems very 

durable. A good alternative model. 

 

 

 

5. Lesco A’box 

The Lesco A’box is a light weight, portable filing box made in corrugated plastic. 
Price*: £14/15 

 

Positives: 

 Light weight 

 Cost effective 

 Can take significant weight 

 Can be personalised with branding 

 Has removable carry handle 

 Labelling 

 Card holder 

 

Negatives: 

 No lid 

 No pen pot 

 No sub-dividers 

 Basic look 

 Not as sturdy as other models 

http://www.helit.de/fileadmin/Datenpflege/Unternehmen/News/2009/2009_helit_Mobilbox.pdf
http://www.lesco.uk.com/departments/abox/4353.htm
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The Baker Stuart verdict: 

If what you’re after is a cheap and cheerful box to cart 

paper and personal effects from your locker to your 

work station, then look no further, the Lesco A’box is 

definitely worth considering. The product is 

particularly good for those running on a tighter 

budget. 

 

 

6. Herman Miller Anywhere Case 

The Herman Miller Anywhere Case is a compact and 

lightweight mobile storage solution. The Anywhere 
Case is small enough for some essentials, but not too 
big to become a case for everything. Price*: £60 

 

Positives 

 Elegant 

 Simple 

 Carry strap 

 Opens on desk to allow quick set up 

 Elastic straps in lid for pens 

 Different optional colours for lining 

 Pen storage under elastic straps in lid 

 

Negatives 

 Too small 

 Locks are fiddly and difficult to activate 

 No handle for removal from shelf 

 Pen storage is limited – no dedicated storage for staplers etc. 

 Poor durability of the inner lining 

http://www.lesco.uk.com/departments/abox/4353.htm
http://www.hermanmiller.co.uk/products/accessories/work-tools/anywhere-case.html
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The Baker Stuart verdict: 

The Herman Miller Anywhere Case is an attractive 

model. Despite its good looks, it is basically an 

expensive, ridged briefcase without any internal 

dividers. The lining on the inside of the box was not 

very durable on our test sample. 

 

 

 

Choosing the right box for you? 

So which box is right for you? All the boxes surveyed have benefits, there are a 

number of factors to consider in making your choice: 

 What is the primary purpose of the box – a 

simple storage device for use on the desk or in 

locker, a means of carrying items from A to B or 

something that might be used outside the 

office? 

 How secure does it need to be? Do you require 

a lock? A lock adds security whilst out of the 

locker but is it essential? On the negative side if 

left locked and on a desk it can be used to 

effectively beach towel a desk? 

 What is being stored and how much storage do you need? Do you need 

dividers, is it all A4 paper, what about pens, staplers, hole punches etc.? This 

is especially relevant if you are removing pedestals. 

 What weight needs to be carried and how robust does the box need to be? 

 How quickly can it be used to setup in the morning and clear away in the 

evening? 

 How will it be used on the desk, will it just be placed there or does it need to be 

screen hung or hung from the desk edge? 

 Would a laptop bag or rucksack be more versatile especially if being 

transported outside the office? 

Further mobile storage box reviews to follow. Watch this space… 

http://www.hermanmiller.co.uk/products/accessories/work-tools/anywhere-case.html
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What are your views on these mobile storage boxes? Please post them in the 

comments. 

Read more about agile working here. 

* Anticipated prices to consumer at time of publication, dependant on purchasing route 

and quantity. 

Please note: The views in this article represents our opinion only and are based on 

our experience of using the boxes we have been supplied or purchased. The prices 

we have quoted are what we believe they would cost to the end user. The price you 

pay will vary from the prices quoted depending upon procurement route and quantity. 

We suggest if you are considering using a mobile storage box solution that you 

contact the relevant manufacturer or dealer to get an accurate quotation and trial 

samples of the boxes for yourselves to ascertain which works best for you in your 

particular circumstances. For further information, please refer to the manufacturers 

own websites below: 

Hotbox Storage 

Helit 

 Mobilbox 

Lesco 

 A’box 

 Hotbox HB-one 

 Hotbox HB-two 

 Mobilbox 

Herman Miller 

 Anywhere Case 

About 
Baker 
Stuart 

Baker Stuart are a specialist consultancy provide a personal, bespoke and comprehensive service to occupiers. Being 

focused solely on the workplace this has allowed us to develop expertise in depth in the analysis of our Clients' 
businesses, the creation and delivery of effective real estate strategies and corresponding office environments.  

We provide a range of consultancy services including workplace analysis, workplace consultancy, real estate 
strategies, project & programme management, project procurement, furniture consultancy, contract administration, 
design management, change management, facilities management, CAD/CFM and relocation consultancy.  

We have an award winning track record and have helped businesses both public and private sector, from SMEs to 
multinationals to use the working environment as a catalyst to drive positive behavioural change.  
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